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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION 

REFS: (A) STATE 087620 (B) DAMASCUS 2118 

1 . SYRIAN TROOP AND ARMOR MOVEMENTS TOWARDS AND 
APPARENTLY ACROSS THE LEBANESE BORDER ON THE 
NIGHTS OF APRIL 9 AND 10 ARE AN OPEN SECRET IN DAMASCUS 
AND OBVIOUSLY BEING CAREFULLY FOLLOWED IN ISRAEL. 

GOAL OF THESE MOVEMENTS CONTINUES IN MY OPINION TO BE 
EXERTION OF PRESSURE, PSYCHOLOGICAL BUT IF NEED BE MILITARY, 

ON THE MUSLIM LEFTISTS IN LEBANON AND ON ALL LEBANESE 
POLITICIANS TO KEEP THE POLITICAL PROCESS MOVING 

AHEAD. 

2. YOU ASKED IF REF (A) PARA 4 HOW WE MIGHT BEST RELATE 
TO THESE SYRIAN GOALS. IN SO COMPLEX AND FAST MOVING A 
SITUATION, I HOPE OUR PUBLIC POSTURE WILL CONTINUE TO 

BE THAT ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESAMN OVER THE PAST 
SEVERAL DAYS THAT WE ARE NOT IN POSITION TO CONFIRM THE VARIOUS 
REPORTS OF SYRIAN MILITARY MOVEMENTS AND OF CLASHES INVOLVING 
EITHER SAIQ OR SYRIAN REGULARS, ON THE ONE HAND AND 
THE MUSLIM LEFTISTS ON THE OTHER. (IN THIS CONNECTION 
IT WOULD BE NICE IF PENTAGON "SOURCES" COULD ALSO BE KEPT 
BUTTONED UP.) SYRIA CONTINUES MAINTAIN TOTAL SILENCE ON 
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SUCH CLASHES AS WELL AS ON ITS TROOP MOVEMENTS. THE TIGHT 
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CONTROL ASAD HAS EXERCISED ON OUR EXCHANGES CONCERNING 
LEBANON, SIGNALS HIS INTENTION TO MAINTAIN ABSOLUTE SILENCE 
ABOUT OUR CONTACTS. ON BALANCE I CONSIDER THAT 
SUCH SILENCE IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO ALL CONCERNED. 

3. ANOTHER FACT WITH WHICH WE MUST DEAL 
IS THE SYRIAN DETERMINATION TO HAVE 

A "SYRIAN VICTORY" IN LEBANON. THE REGIME CANNOT 

ADMIT TO HAVING RECEIVED ANY HELP FROM THE USG IN REGULATING 

AN AFFAIR WHICH IT STOUTLY MAINTAINS SHOULD CONCERN ONLY 

THE "ARAB FAMILY" AND PARTICULARLY LEBANON/SYRIA. HACKLES ARE 

RAISED HERE BY THE TYPE OF ARTICLE REPORTEDLY CARRIED BY "WASHINGTON 

STAR" A FEW DAYS AGO, REVEALING (ISRAELI RADIO VERSION) THAT THE 

USG HAD WORKED OUT AN AGREEMENT WITH ISREAL GOVERNING 

THE ENTRY OF SYRIAN FORCES TO LEBANON. 

IF TALK OF A US ASSIST IN LEBANESE CRISIS IS UNACCEPTABLE, 

THE IMPLICATION OF SYRO-ISRAELI COLLUSION IS OF COURSE 
INTOLERABLE TO THIS REGIME. (THE ISRAELIS HAVE 
SINCE DENIED THE STORY, WHILE DAMASCUS HAS PRESERVED A 
STONY SILENCE ABOUT IT.) 

4. IF THE LEBANESE FAIL TO MOVE QUICKLY TO SELECT A NEW 
PRESIDENT, INCREASED AND MORE OVERT SYRIAN MILITARY MOVEMENTS 
COULD FOLLOW. THIS COULD IN TURN CARRY A HIGH RISK BOTH OF 
ISRAELI MILITARY REACTION AND OF FURTHER DETRACKING 

THE LEBANESE POLITICAL PROCESS. SYRIA UNQUESTIONABLY 
WOULD HOPE TO AVOID EITHER RESULT BUT WHAT WE MUST CECKON 
WITH IS ITS DETERMINATION TO PLAY THE KEY OUTSIDE ROLE IN 
MOVING THE LEBANESE POLITICAL PROCESS AHEAD. IT HAS THE 
CAPABILITY TO DEPLOY SIGNIFICANT MILITARY AND POLITICAL 
ASSETS IN SUPPORT OF SUCH A ROLE. I SHARE DEAN'S RESERVA- 
TIONS ABOUT THE CLUMSINESS WITH SHICH SYRIA HAS BEEN 
HANDLING JUMBLATT. BUT OFF HAND I CANNOT IMAGINE A MORE 
COMPLEX POLITICAL PERSONALITY THAN JUMBLATT NOW OPERATING 
IN THIS REGION AND I AM RELUCTANT TO SECOND GUESS SYRIAN 
TECHNIQUES FOR DEALING WITH HIM. 

5. ISRAELI REACTION: 

AS LONG AS USG REMAINS CONVINCED THAT SYRIAN SIGHTS 
ARE FOCUSED JUST ON TAMPING DOWN THE EXPLOSIVE POTENTIAL IN 
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BEIRUT AND ON EXTRICATING THEMSELVES MILITARILY FROM 
LEBANON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, IT SEEMS TO ME WORTHWILE 
TO PLAY A BIT OF A GAME OF MIRRORS WITH THE ISRAELIS IF NECESSARY 
TO KEEP THEM CALM AND STANDING DOWN. 

WE COULD NOTE TO ISRAELIS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT SYRIAN MILITARY 
TERMINOLOGY IS A SLIPPERY AFFAIR. PERHAPS THE SINGLE 
MOST ELASTIC TERM IS "BRIGATE" (ARABIC "LIWAA") WHICH 
MAY HAVE FROM TWO TO FIVE BATTALIONS, THEREFORE RANGING 
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FROM AS FEW AS EIGHT HUNDRED TO AS MANY AS FOUR THOUSAND 
MEN. DEPENDING ON ITS COMPOSITION, A BRIGADE MAY HAVE A 
NON-COMBATANT COMPONENT OF AS MUCH AS THIRTY PERCENT OF 
THE TOTAL. COULD ALSO QUERY POSSIBLE MISIDENTIFICATION BY IDF 
OF SYRIAN EQUIPMENT. (DIA CABLE 9999, DTG 1103212 

REPORTED SIGHTING TANKS WITHIN LEBANON 10 APRIL BUT OMITTED CITING 
PRESENCE OF ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS OF TYPE 

WHICH CAN BE CONFUSED WITH TANKS AND WHOSE MOVEMENT WAS WITNESSED 
BY DAMASCUS DAO 188 APR 76 DTG 121212.) 

6. UNDOF. WE HAVE NO CRYSTAL BALL WITH WHICH TO PREDICT WHEN 
SYRIA MAY WITHDRAW SUCH REGULAR UNITS AS IT MAY HAVE IN LEBANON 
OR RETURN TO BASE THOSE NOW IN POSITION ALONG THE BORDER. 

I SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT THE MILITARY DECISION TAKEN IN 
DAMASCUS LAST WEEK TO DEPLOY THESE TROOPS 
POSSIBLY LAUNCHED A PROCESS WHICH WILL BRING SYRIA TO 
RENEW THE UNDOF MANDATE NEXT MONTH WITHOUT MUCH ADO. 

ITS INVOLVEMENT TO SAVE "LEBANESE ARABISM" MAY 
HAVE PROVIDED IT WITH A GOOD ENOUGH JUSTIFICATION TO 
RENEW JUST AS THE "IRAQI THREAT" OF SPRING 1975 PERMITTED 
ITS RF.LATTVF.LY LOW KEYED RENEWAL LAST MAY. 

7. SUGGEST PASS TO BEIRUT. 

MURPHY 
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